AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY AUGUST 30, 2016
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY AUGUST 19, 2016
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 1, 2016
AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 2, 2015
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 7, 2015
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 18, 2015

SENATE BILL No. 62

Introduced by Senators Hill and Pavley

December 30, 2014

An act to add and repeal Section 309.8 of the Public Utilities Code,
relating to the Public Utilities Commission.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 62, as amended, Hill. Public Utilities Commission: Office of the
Safety Advocate.

Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory
authority over public utilities and can establish its own procedures,
subject to statutory limitations or directions and constitutional
requirements of due process.

Thisbill would, until January 1, 2020, establish within the commission
the Office of the Safety Advocate to advocate for the continuous,
cost-effective improvement of the safety management and safety
performance of public utilities. The bill would require the office to

promote publlc ut|I|ty safety by: (1)—Feeemmeﬁd+ﬁg—mﬂrprevemems—te
safety-editure—(2) advocatlng for risk- mformed cost effective publlc
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utility safety management and infrastructure improvements and for the
transparency of safety information; (2) recommending improvements
to the commission’s safety management policy and procedures and its
safety culture; and (3) informing the official record on safety-related
risksin applicable commission proceedings and assisting the commission
inits effortsto hold publ icuti I |t| es accountabl e for the| r safe operatl on.

eenﬁaeter—ef—a—pabH&u%Hw The b|II Would requwe the offlce to

annually provide specified information to the chairpersons of the
approprlate flscal and pollcy commlttees of each house of the
; ‘ Faty ' mittee: Leglslature

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes-no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 309.8 is added to the Public Utilities
Code, to read:

309.8. (a) Thereishereby established within the commission
the Office of the Safety Advocate to advocate for the continuous,
cost-effective improvement of the safety management and safety
performance of public utilities.

(b) The office shall promote public utility safety by doing all
of the foI |0WI ng

RPOOVWOO~NOUITRWNE
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(1) Advocating, as a party to commission proceedings and on
behalf of theinterestsof public utility customers, for-risk-tafermes;
cost-effective effective public utility safety management and
infrastructure improvements and for the transparency of safety
information, including, but not limited to, information relating to
past performance.

(2) Recommending improvements to the commission’s safety
management policy and procedures and its safety culture.

(3) Informing the official record on safety-related risks in
applicable commission proceedings and assisting the commission
in its efforts to hold public utilities accountable for their safe
operation.

(el
(c) Onor before January 10 of each year, the office shall provi de
to the chairpersons of the appropriate fiscal and policy committees

of each house of the L egidatureanegtetheJdoint-egisative Budget
Committee all of the following information:

(1) Theactionstaken by the office to recommend improvements
to the commission’s safety management policy and procedures
and its safety culture related to the oversight of utilities.

(2) Theactionstaken by the office to recommend i mprovements
to public utility safety management policy and procedures and
safety culture.

(3) The proceedingsinwhich the office participated and a brief
description of the testimony it filed.
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(d) Thissectionshall remainin effect only until January 1, 2020,

and as of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that
is enacted before January 1, 2020, del etesor ext_ends that date.
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